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A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS       

ENSURING THEIR POTENTIAL WISDOM TO 
LEAD, THE MERCY TO LOVE AND THE POWER 
TO UNDERSTAND WITH CHRIST AS THE WAY, 

THE TRUTH, AND THE LIGHT .



PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT  
This document provides information about the Christian Community 
Service grade level and overall diploma requirements for students and 
parents, and for the approved persons and organizations who are asked 
by secondary students of Blessed Trinity to sponsor a Christian Communi-
ty Service activity. 

  
ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS FOR 
GRADUATION 

Christian Community Service in the Niagara Catholic District School Board 
enables students to show solidarity with people who are in need and who 
require assistance. It provides students with an opportunity to follow the 
teaching of Jesus Christ and puts into practice the social teaching of the 
Church. It fosters an understanding of civic responsibility and participation, 
helps young people develop and share their skills with others in the wider 
community and develops strong ties between students and their communi-
ty which will foster valuable and long-term relationships. 

As stated in Ontario Secondary Schools, Grades 9 to 12: Program and 
Diploma Requirements, 1999 (OSS) every student who begins second-
ary school during or after the 1999-2000 school year must complete a 
minimum of 40 hours of community involvement activities as part of the 
requirements for an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). These 
activities may be completed at any time during their years in the second-
ary school program.  Notwithstanding the above, in the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board, Christian Community Service is an essential com-
ponent of the Religious Education program for students in grades 9 to 12.
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS 
Each student’s experience will address the curriculum expectations for 
WKH�FXOPLQDWLQJ�DVVLJQPHQW�ZKHUH�UHÀHFWLRQ�RQ�WKHLU�VHUYLFH�LV�HYDOXDWHG���
In this light, it is key for every one of our students to make meaningful 
connections to our community members in need.  In order to meet ministry 



graduation expectations in a timely manner, the following chart denotes 
the suggested amount of hours for each academic year.  Students are 
strongly encouraged to go beyond the ministry minimum in offering their 
service to their respective communities.

*A special note to grade eight students and parents/guardians:
Students entering grade nine at Blessed Trinity can begin performing 
community service during the summer leading up to the start of school.  
Parents/guardians are encouraged to review the eligible/ineligible ac-
tivities guidelines included in this brochure.  For further information, 
please visit our website www.blessedtrinitycatholic.com. Under Catholic 
Character please choose Christian Community Service in the drop down 
PHQX�WR�GRZQORDG�&RPPXQLW\�6HUYLFH�)RUPV��WR�EH�¿OOHG�RXW�DW�WKH�HQG�
of the community service by parent/supervisor/student). Any other ques-
tions or concerns can be directed to the Program Chair of Religion at 
905.945.6706 ext. 2718. 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY SERVICE 
&KULVWLDQ�VHUYLFH�REWDLQV�LWV�GH¿QLQJ�TXDOLWLHV�DQG�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IURP�6FULS-
ture, both the Old and the New Testament.  It is clear from these sources 
that the service in question is directed towards those who are less fortu-
nate. 

Accordingly, in its authentic and primary sense, Christian service is a 
gratuitous ministry, inspired by Jesus’ teaching and example, extended to 

Grade 9  HRE10    

Grade 10  HRE20    

Grade 11  HRE30/HRE3M  

Grade 12  HRE4o/HRE4m/NDW4M

10 hours Recommended

10 hours Recommended

10 hours Recommended

10 hours Recommended



those who are in need or who suffer in any way, and offered in the spirit 
RI�KXPDQ�VROLGDULW\�WKDW�UHÀHFWV�-HVXV¶�VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�³ZKDWHYHU�\RX�GR�WR�
the least among you, you do it to me”. 

Therefore, Christian Community Service is a service one gives to the com-
munity. It is service spent on community projects, which could be of a cul-
tural, humanitarian, athletic, or fund-raising nature.  The community could 
be a club, a parish, an organization or a public institution.  The community 
RU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�IRU�ZKLFK�WKH�VHUYLFH�LV�SHUIRUPHG�PXVW�EH�QRW�IRU�SUR¿W�
and previously approved by the Principal or the Program Chair of Religion. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY SERVICE 

��� $Q�HYHQW�RU�DFWLYLW\�GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�RI�EHQH¿W�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��

��� $Q�HYHQW�RU�DFWLYLW\�WR�VXSSRUW�D�QRW�IRU�SUR¿W�DJHQF\��LQVWLWXWLRQ�
or foundation that conforms to Catholic standards and does not 
FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�&DWKROLF�YDOXHV��

•  Any structured program that promotes tutoring, mentoring, visiting 
or coaching, or whose purpose is to assist others who require the 
EHQH¿W�RI�WKDW�DVVLVWDQFH��

��� 3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�JOREDO�LQLWLDWLYHV�SURMHFWV�WKDW�GR�QRW�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�
&DWKROLF�YDOXHV��

•  Participation in an event or activity that promotes positive environ-
PHQWDO�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�DFWLRQ��

•  Participation in activities that promote the human rights and 
well-being of all groups in society, as long as the values of these 
JURXSV�DUH�LQ�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�&DWKROLF�WHDFKLQJ��

��� 3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�DQ�HYHQW�RU�DFWLYLW\�DI¿OLDWHG�ZLWK�D�FOXE��UHOLJLRXV�
organization, arts or cultural association or political organization 
that seeks a positive contribution to the community and is not in 
FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�&DWKROLF�WHDFKLQJ��



ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
STUDENTS 

In consultation with their parents/guardians, students are responsible for 
selecting approved Christian Community Service activities. The forms 
1RWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�3ODQQHG�&KULVWLDQ�&RPPXQLW\�6HUYLFH�DQG�WKH�&RPPXQLW\�
Service Form should be completed each year during the semester that 
they have their religion course by each student and submitted to their 
religion teacher before the established due dates. It is the responsibility 
of the student to complete all required documentation and submit them 
within required timelines. 

Students are expected to: 

 • Complete their hours in a manner that demonstrates a positive work   
���HWKLF�DQG�UHVSHFW�IRU�RWKHUV��

� ��%H�SXQFWXDO��

� ��'UHVV�DSSURSULDWHO\��

� ��8VH�JRRG�PDQQHUV��

� ��)ROORZ�LQVWUXFWLRQV��

� ��)ROORZ�WKURXJK�RQ�FRPPLWPHQWV���

� ��&ODULI\�LQVWUXFWLRQV�ZKHQ�LQ�GRXEW��DQG��

� ��0DLQWDLQ�FRQ¿GHQWLDOLW\��

PARENTS/GUARDIANS 

Parents/guardians should provide assistance to their son/daughter in the 
selection of their Christian Community Service activities.  Parents are also 
encouraged to communicate with community sponsor and the school prin-
cipal or program chair of religion if they have any questions or concerns.  
$�SDUHQW�JXDUGLDQ�PXVW�VLJQ�WKH�1RWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�3ODQQHG�&KULVWLDQ�&RPPX-
nity Service sheet and the Completion of Community Service Form, if the 
student is under eighteen years of age.   



While parents may be involved in similar volunteer activities we ask that 
neither a parent nor guardian sign to verify the hours.  In these cases we 
ask that a non-relative verify the hours. 

COMMUNITY SPONSORS 

Community Sponsors are responsible for providing a safe environment 
and the appropriate training, equipment and preparation for students who 
ZLOO�EH�XQGHU�WKHLU�VXSHUYLVLRQ��7KH\�PXVW�EH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�³LQHOLJLEOH�DFWLY-
ities” as outlined in this Information Brochure. The person supervising the 
student’s activity must verify the date(s) and number of hours completed 
on the completed Community Service Form. 

PRINCIPALS 

Principals are responsible for sharing information and documentation with 
students, parents and the broader community, approving special requests, 
and ensuring that completed Christian Community Service hours are 
HQWHUHG�RQ�D�VWXGHQW¶V�RI¿FLDO�WUDQVFULSW�DQG�UHSRUW�FDUG�

INSURANCE 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board’s liability insurance covers 
students who are involved in Christian Community Service, but it is rec-
ommended that students participating in the program purchase Student 
Accident Insurance. 

Community Sponsors are responsible for ensuring that their own liability 
insurance will protect them for their involvement in this program.  As with 
other programs, the school board’s insurance does not provide coverage 
for the negligence of the community sponsors.

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES FOR CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Any service work for: community agencies, churches, service organi-
zations, individuals who are in need, any activity pre-approved by the 
principal or program chair of religion.  



Approvals 
7KH�1RWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�&KULVWLDQ�&RPPXQLW\�6HUYLFH�)RUP�VKRXOG�EH�FRPSOHW-
ed and approved BEFORE starting the community service project.   

INELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
��� DQ\�DFWLYLW\�WKDW�SURYLGHV�GLUHFW�¿QDQFLDO�EHQH¿W�RU�RWKHU�JDLQ�

�SROLWLFDO��VRFLDO��HWF��WR�WKH�VWXGHQW�RU�WR�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�IDPLO\��DQG�

��� DQ\�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RU�DQ�DFWLYLW\�WKDW�FRQÀLFWV�
with the ethical standards and teachings of the Catholic Church. 

•  any activity that was initiated by the principal or vice-principal as 
disciplinary action(i.e. community service hours in lieu of suspen-
sion or detention etc.) 

•  Christian community service completion sheets cannot be signed 
by any relative. 

•  a requirement of a class or course in which the student is enrolled 
(e.g., co-operative education portion of the course, job shadow-
LQJ��ZRUN�H[SHULHQFH���

•  takes place during the time allotted for the instructional program 
RQ�D�VFKRRO�GD\��KRZHYHU��DFWLYLWLHV�GXULQJ�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�OXQFK�
EUHDNV�RU�³VSDUH´�SHULRGV�DUH�SHUPLVVLEOH��

•  takes place in a logging or mining environment, if the student is 
XQGHU�VL[WHHQ�\HDUV�RI�DJH��

��� WDNHV�SODFH�LQ�D�IDFWRU\��LI�WKH�VWXGHQW�LV�XQGHU�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV�RI�
DJH��

•  takes place in a workplace other than a factory, if the student is 
XQGHU�IRXUWHHQ�\HDUV�RI�DJH�DQG�LV�QRW�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�DQ�DGXOW��

•  would normally be performed for wages by a person in the work-
SODFH��

��� LQYROYHV�WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�D�YHKLFOH��SRZHU�WRROV��RU�VFDIIROGLQJ��



•  involves the administration of any type or form of medication or 
PHGLFDO�SURFHGXUH�WR�RWKHU�SHUVRQV��

��� LQYROYHV�KDQGOLQJ�RI�VXEVWDQFHV�FODVVHG�DV�³GHVLJQDWHG�VXEVWDQF-
HV¶�XQGHU�WKH�2FFXSDWLRQDO�+HDOWK�DQG�6DIHW\�$FW��

•  requires the knowledge of a trades person whose trade is regulat-
HG�E\�WKH�SURYLQFLDO�JRYHUQPHQW��

•  involves banking or the handling of securities, or the handling of 
MHZHOU\��ZRUNV�RI�DUW��DQWLTXLWLHV��RU�RWKHU�YDOXDEOHV��

OTHER INELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
•  consists of duties normally performed in the home (i.e. daily 

chores) RU�SHUVRQDO�UHFUHDWLRQDO�DFWLYLWLHV��

•  involves a principal/vice-principal initiated program(i.e. community 
service hours in lieu of suspension or detention) 

•  involves a court-ordered program (e.g., community-service pro-
JUDP�IRU�\RXQJ�RIIHQGHU��SUREDWLRQDU\�SURJUDP���

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Blessed Trinity CSS, 145 Livingston Avenue, Grimsby, Ontario L3M 5J6 
905.945.6706, www.blessedtrinitycatholic.com

Niagara Catholic District School Board, 427 Rice Road, Welland, Ontario
L3C 7C1, 905.735.0240 ext. 124, www.niagaracatholic.ca




